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DR. NEWTON'S ADDRESS
A meeting of the Friends of the Library, held in the outer
reading room of the Library Saturday evening, April 13, was
made a most enjoyable occasion by Dr. A. Edward Newton's
address on "The English Novel;" by an exhibition of more
than forty first editions which Dr. Newton had placed on view
in the Library; and by the presentation to the Library of a
splendid incunabulum, given by Dr. A. S. W. Rosenbach as
a tribute to Dr. Newton, recently elected president of the
Friends. (See page 31.)
The meeting was opened by Dr. Josiah H. Penniman, who
spoke appreciatively of the pleasure felt by everyone in Dr.
Newton's acceptance of the presidency of the organization,
now in its third year. Before commencing his address, Dr.
Newton talked informally concerning the great value of the
Library as an indispensable factor in the work of the Univer-
sity, and referred to the gifts of many friends over a long
period of years, making particular mention of the latest large
benefaction, the Godfrey F. Singer Memorial. Brief talks
were given from the floor by Mr. John Stokes Adams and Dr.
Felix E. Schelling, who were called upon by the president to
speak concerning the place of the Library in a great
university.
In his address on the English Novel Dr. Newton talked
with all his habitual charm of many authors and books, land-
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marks in the development of English fiction. At the close of
the meeting opportunity was given to inspect the exhibit of
first editions, many of them almost priceless and all of them
treasures much sought by collectors.
The books which comprised this exhibit were
:
DON QUIXOTE
First English Translation
OROONOKO
INCOGNITA
ROBINSON CRUSOE
MOLL FLANDERS
JOURNAL OF THE PLAGUE YEAR
2 vols. (1612, 1620) Cervantes
3 vols.
GULLIVER'S TRAVELS
PAMELA
CLARISSA HARLOWE
RODERICK RANDOM
TOM JONES
RASSELAS
TRISTRAM SHANDY
CASTLE OF OTRANTO
EVELINA
VATHEK
POWER OF SYMPATHY
First American Novel, attributed to
MYSTERIES OF UDOLPHO 4 vols.
THE MONK
GUY MANNERING
PRIDE AND PREJUDICE
FRANKENSTEIN
PICKWICK PAPERS
JANE EYRE
WUTHERING HEIGHTS
VANITY FAIR
MARY BARTON
SCARLET LETTER '
MOBY DICK
Appeared in England under the title
THE WHALE 3 vols
UNCLE TOM'S CABIN
BARCHESTER TOWERS 3 vols.ADAM BEDE 3 vol s
CLOISTER AND THE HEARTH
4 vols
MR. ROMFORD'S HOUNDS
THE MOONSTONE
THE WAY WE LIVE NOW
TREASURE ISLAND
2 vols.
4 vols.
7 vols.
2 vols.
6 vols.
2 vols.
9 vols.
3 vols.
2 vols.
3 vols.
3 vols.
3 vols.
3 vols.
Parts
3 vols.
2 vols.
Parts
2 vols.
(1688)
(1692)
(1719)
(1721)
(1722)
(1726)
(1741)
(1748)
(1748)
(1749)
(1759)
(1760-7)
(1765)
(1778)
(1786)
(1789)
(1794)
(1796)
(1815)
(1815)
(1818)
(1836)
(1847)
(1847)
(1847-8)
(1848)
(1850)
(1851)
Parts
3 vols.
Parts
of
(1851)
(1852)
(1857)
(1859)
(1861)
(1864-5)
(1868)
(1874-5)
(1883)
Aphra Behn
Congreve
Defoe
Defoe
Defoe
Swift
Richardson
Richardson
Smollett
Fielding
Johnson
Sterne
Walpole
Fanny Burney
Beckford
Mrs. Morton
Mrs. Radcliffe
Lewis
Scott
Jane Austen
Mrs. Shelley
Dickens
C. Bronte
E. Bronte
Thackeray
Mrs. Gaskell
Hawthorne
Melville
Melville
Mrs. Stowe
Trollope
George Eliot
Reade
Surtees
Collins
Trollope
Stevenson
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HUCKLEBERRY FINN (1884) Clemens
First English Edition
HUCKLEBERRY FINN (1885) Clemens
First American Edition
McTEAGUE (1899) Norris
GONE TO EARTH (1917) Mary Webb
STEVENSON'S MAP OF TREASURE ISLAND
FAR FROM THE MADDING CROWD Hardy's MS.
THE FIRDAUSI CELEBRATION
The University of Pennsylvania had a very large share in
the commemoration of the one thousandth anniversary of the
birth of Firdausi, national poet of Persia, which was held at
the Free Library of Philadelphia Thursday evening, May 9.
Firdausi lived from about 934 to 1021. In his honor a
formal celebration was held at Teheran, the capital of mod-
ern Iran, in October 1934, and a great mausoleum, erected by
popular subscription, was unveiled at Tus, the poet's birth-
place, near Meshhed. Other commemorative meetings and
expositions have been held in Leningrad, Berlin, Paris, Lon-
don, Istanbul, and New York.
The lead in the local commemoration was taken by Dr.
Roland G. Kent, professor of comparative philology in the
University of Pennsylvania, and during the past academic year
president of the American Oriental Society and of the
Oriental Club of Philadelphia, jointly with his student, Dr.
Muhammad A. Simsar, of Tabriz, Persia, who is majoring in
oriental studies in the Graduate School of the University.
Together they enlisted the cooperation of the Oriental Club
of Philadelphia, the Pennsylvania Library Club, and the
Philadelphia Society of the Archaeological Institute of
America, to hold a joint meeting on May 9; and the interest
of the Free Library of Philadelphia, the University of Penn-
sylvania Library, and the University of Pennsylvania
Museum, each of which held a special exhibition of materials
pertaining to Firdausi and his time and country.
The meeting of May 9 was opened by Dr. A. S. W. Rosen-
bach, president of the Pennsylvania Library Club, who wel-
comed the guests and requested Professor Kent to present
the speakers. The first address was made by Mr. Hussein
Khan Nawab, First Secretary of the Persian Legation at
